
Michael’s Message 

It is hard to believe that I have been here over three years.  It seems that the blizzard that 

welcomed us to Iowa occurred just yesterday.  I am praying and hoping that our next few years 

will be filled with new mission opportunities, increased fellowship activities, and a continuation 

of the wonderful experiences that I have had with you.    

After three years, it is helpful to assess our ministry and think about ways that we can increase 

our outreach and improve our programs.  Since we as Presbyterians believe that scripture is the 

ultimate authority, we need to look to Biblical passages such as Matthew 28:16-20 and 2 

Corinthians 5:16-21. 

Matthew is known as the Great Commission and we think that it is our mandate for evangelism.  

I would argue that it is much more than that.  Although it does tell us to baptize people, the first 

task is actually to make disciples.  Making disciples does involve those first steps of bringing 

people to Christ, but it also includes nurturing both children and adults in the faith.  I think we 

need to ask ourselves – how effective is our Christian education program?  Each of us can ask 

ourselves – are we reading scripture and praying each day?  Do we come to worship prepared to 

hear the Word of God?  Do we expect to be lifted into the presence of God during each worship 

service?  Is God pleased with our worship? 

In a recent confirmation class, I was reminded that our typical view of worship is not correct.  

We frequently think of the pastor, the elder of the month, and the organist as the leaders of 

worship and the congregation as the audience.  If we began to think that the congregation are the 

participants; the pastor, elder of the month, and the organist as the prompters who remind us of 

our lines; and God as the audience; would that change the way we worship? 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 emphasizes another facet of the church. 16 So from now on we regard no 

one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no 

longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the 

new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 

counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 

We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to 

be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.1  

In this passage, we see that the church’s mission is to reconcile people to God and to each other.  

We are to proclaim that God has brought a new creation in Christ and that we do not have live in 

the same old self-destructive ways that we once did.  Through Christ, we are freed from 

addictions to popularity, wealth, power, and are freed to love and serve others.  Do we work for 

                                                             
1 The New International Version. (2011). (2 Co 5:16–21). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

 



the reconciliation of the world?  Do we act as ambassadors of Christ?  Does our lives together 

and individually proclaim that we are actually new creations? 

I think of the gospel as being so powerful that it changes everything.  When we think of 

ourselves as new creations with the capacity to love without exception, to speak the truth without 

reservation, and to turn toward God in praise and each other in service, we realize just how much 

God has done for us in Christ Jesus. 
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Presbytery News 

  

Presbytery of Prospect Hill is calling a meeting to be held Wednesday, May 1, 2:00 p.m. 

at Lakeside Presbyterian Church in Storm Lake. One of the items of business is 

receiving the report of the Interim General Presbyter Task Force and affirming their 

choice of a Shared Temporary Supply General Presbyter, Ian McMullen.  If you would like 

to know more about Ian McMullen, you can read the article on page 15 of the 

Presbytery Connection for April 2019. 

 


