
Michael’s Message 

Many preachers look for ways to make the gospel more engaging and relevant to their 

congregations.  They also want to make sure that people hear from all parts of the scripture: 

stories from the first five books of the Bible, the stories of Israel’s history with God, the Psalms, 

the prophets, and the wisdom writings of the Old Testament.  We also want you to hear from the 

Gospels, Acts, the epistles, and Revelation.  I started here by preaching through the Gospel 

passages assigned for each week.  I then preached through a series of Old Testament passages.  

In order to continue to provide the whole word of God, I am now beginning a series on 

Galatians. 

Galatians is frequently known as the epistle of freedom.  In it Paul describes the freedom that we 

have in Christ.  He discusses how we have been freed from bondage to sin and death and that we 

are no longer bound to follow the law. 

As you read the first part of Galatians, you will notice that Paul is quite frustrated with the 

Galatians.  He feels betrayed and abandoned and seems to indicate that he had a close 

relationship with his churches in Galatia. Now the relationship has been broken and Paul is not 

sure what to do or why this has happened. 

In this series, we will discover what it means to be free in Christ, the nature of salvation, and our 

new ability to please God in word and deed.  In this, the first of Paul’s letters to his churches, we 

learn more about Paul’s ministry and his relationship with his churches.  I believe that these 

lessons can instruct us in our own ministries as pastor and church member. 

After we finish the series on Galatians, we will begin a series on Hebrews.  We will discover the 

issues facing those churches and how that letter can inform our own situation. 

In the Fall, we will begin to look at the narrative lectionary, a series of readings that looks at 

larger passages of scripture than the lectionary that we have been using.  We will look at the Old 

Testament in the Fall, the Gospels from Christmas through Easter, and the epistles after Easter. 

I hope that you will join as we learn more about the ways God has worked with God’s people in 

Bible times and how he can work with us today. 
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