
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Schaller, Iowa                                                                                                 10:00 A. M.            
March 7, 2021                                                                                Third Sunday of Lent 

Rev. Michael Sydnor 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                      Janice Ploeger, Organist 

CANDLELIGHTING 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                     Elder 

*CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Elder: The law of the Lord revives the soul;  

People: the word of God makes the simple wise. 1 

Elder: Let us worship God! 

*HYMN                                           “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                     #262 

INVOCATION     (Please be seated)                                                                       Pastor 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION         (UNISON)                                                            Elder   

You give us your commandments, Holy One, so we may have new life, but we continue to 

make the same old choices.  Your love can anchor us when life threatens to overwhelm us, 

but we choose to cling to the slippery rocks of anger and bitterness.  Your Word can 

strengthen us for every moment, but we listen to the foolish promises of the world. 

     Forgive us, Redeemer of our lives: may every word be shaped by your Word; may every 

thought be refined by your grace; may every deed be inspired by your Spirit, so we may tell 

everyone we meet of your work in us, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.2  (Time of 

silent prayer) Amen.  

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                               Pastor 

*GLORIA PATRI        #623                                                              

SCRIPTURE LESSON  

    Old Testament:         Exodus 20:1-17                                  Elder 

And God spoke all these words: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out 

of the land of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me.  “You shall not make for 

yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 

waters below.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, 

am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 

generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who 

love me and keep my commandments.  “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your 

 
1 Presbyterian Church. Book of Common Worship (p. 260). Presbyterian Publishing. Kindle 
Edition. 
2 (c) 2015 Thom M. Shuman.   



God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.  “Remember the 

Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the 

seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, 

nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any 

foreigner residing in your towns. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, 

the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed 

the Sabbath day and made it holy.  “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may 

live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.  “You shall not murder. “You shall not 

commit adultery.  “You shall not steal.  “You shall not give false testimony against your 

neighbor.  “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor.” 

          Leader:        The Word of the Lord: 

          People:       Thanks be to God. 

    Gospel Lesson:     John 2:13-22 

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple 

courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 

exchanging money. So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, 

both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their 

tables.  To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s 

house into a market!” His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will 

consume me.”  The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your 

authority to do all this?”  Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again 

in three days.”  They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are 

going to raise it in three days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his body.  After he was 

raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the 

scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 

       Leader:      The Word of the Lord. 

       People:      Thanks be to God. 

CHILDRENS TIME 

HYMN                                          “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”                            # 371                        

SERMON                                          “Commanding Trust?” 

*APOSTLE’S CREED                                                                                                 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 

 

 

 



SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

   Prayers of Intercession 

   The Lord’s Prayer 

   Congregational Response      #421       (Verse 1) 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS   

    OFFERTORY         

  *DOXOLOGY                                      #625 

    *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN                          “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”                                           #380 

*BENEDICTION  

*BENEDICTION SONG      “Freely, Freely”   (V. 1)                                                #447w 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


