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Rev. Michael Sydnor 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                    

*CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Elder: At the mountain of the Lord bow down,  

People: for the Lord our God is holy.1   

Elder: Let us worship God.  

*HYMN                        “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                                 #2 

INVOCATION                                

PRAYER OF CONFESSION         (UNISON)                                                              

God of compassion, in Jesus Christ you reveal the light of your glory, but we turn away, 

distracted by our own plans. We confess that we speak when we should listen, and act when 

we should wait. Forgive our aimless enthusiasms. Grant us wisdom to live in your light and to 

follow in the way of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 2 (Time of silent 

prayer) Amen. 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                              Pastor 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  

     Old Testament:      II Kings 2:1-12                        

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were 

on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to Bethel.” 

But Elisha said, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they 

went down to Bethel.   The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and 

asked, “Do you know that the Lord is going to take your master from you today?” “Yes, I 

know,” Elisha replied, “so be quiet.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the Lord has 

sent me to Jericho.”  And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not 

leave you.” So they went to Jericho. The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to 

Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that the Lord is going to take your master from you 

today?”  “Yes, I know,” he replied, “so be quiet.”  Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the 

Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, 

I will not leave you.” So the two of them walked on.  Fifty men from the company of the 

 
1 Presbyterian Church. Book of Common Worship (p. 226). Presbyterian 

Publishing. Kindle Edition. 
 
2 Presbyterian Church. Book of Common Worship (p. 228). Presbyterian 

Publishing. Kindle Edition.  
 



prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped 

at the Jordan.  Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with it. The water 

divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground.  When 

they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken 

from you?”  “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied.  “You have asked 

a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—

otherwise, it will not.”  As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot 

of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to 

heaven in a whirlwind.  Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots 

and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his garment and 

tore it in two. 

          Leader:        The Word of the Lord: 

           People:        Thanks be to God. 

    Gospel Lesson:     Mark 9:2-9 

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, 

where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them.  His clothes became 

dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there appeared 

before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.  Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is 

good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for 

Elijah.” (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)  Then a cloud appeared and 

covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to 

him!”  Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except 

Jesus.  As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone 

what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

        Leader:      The Word of the Lord. 

        People:      Thanks be to God. 

CHILDRENS TIME 

SERMON                                    “Inheriting the Whirlwind!” 

*APOSTLE’S CREED                                                                                                 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
   Prayers of Intercession 

   The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN            “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”              The Midshipmen Glee Club                                                           

*BENEDICTION  


