
When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where 

shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” Philip answered him, “It would take more than 

half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” 

Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five 

small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”  
 
As Presbyterians, we celebrate our connected nature, that we are greater together than apart, and 

also, we respond with joy to what God has already done for us in Christ.  These characteristics help 

us prepare a shared witness by offering what we have. 

Presbyterians support the work of the larger church with offerings called ‘Per Capita’ named such 

because the amount shared is calculated ‘per member’.  Over the years, Per Capita has been labeled a 

tax or dues that must be paid.  When we join the Presbyterian family, it makes sense that we offer our 

support to the work of the church.  Similar to the account of Jesus feeding the 5,000 with the equivalent 

of a Happy Meal, we see God moving to meet the needs of God’s vast church with a small offering. 

Again, our mindset as Reformed Christians is to respond joyfully to what God has already done for 

us. 

Certainly, Per Capita pays for Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly offices, personnel, 

meetings and travel, but these are the necessities of joining in God’s mission on a regional and 

international scale.  Per Capita funds also provide training for clerks of Session, Presbytery volunteers, 

and mission co-workers (missionaries).  These funds enable national searches for new pastors, and 

large gatherings like Synod School and General Assembly. 

Sometimes, people and churches have withheld their ‘dues’ thinking they are punishing the larger 

church for a decision with which they did not agree.  Here are some people and ministries we are 

‘punishing’ when we withhold our Per Capita dollars: 

Your pastor - As a member of the Presbytery, s/he relies on Per Capita to employ support 

personnel who care for their needs.  How do we provide pastors to the pastors?  Per Capita. 

Church camps - Camps offer children & adults a connection to their spiritual side that often 

changes the course of their lives.  Many go on to a lifetime of ministry. 

Mission trips and mission grants - Our combined witness meets the needs of disaster victims as 

well as local food pantries.  Even more importantly, when we engage with our fellow humans, we are 

cultivating relationships that benefit everyone involved.  

Ecumenical relationships - Finding unity among fellow Christians and other faiths helps to build 

the kingdom of God.  Without intentional engagement, these connections don’t happen. 

Justice for all - Native American ministries, racial and minority justice issues, equality for all, 

and anti-bullying initiatives are supported by Per Capita dollars. 

Would anyone say the boy who offered his lunch so that others may eat was paying his dues?  Or 

that a tax was imposed upon him?  He gave a small offering so that all may be fed.  Per Capita is an 

equitable means to provide for the witness of the larger church.  Per Capita dollars should rightly be 

part of a church’s mission budget. 

By the way, the boy who offered his lunch got to eat his fill too.  We are blessed to be a part of 

God’s ministry. 

Rev. Ian McMullen 

General Presbyter of Prospect Hill & North Central Iowa Presbyteries 


