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Rev. Missy Brown 

PRELUDE 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                     Elder 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                           Elder 

Leader: Lent is a homecoming. 

People: Home from weary years, 

Leader: Home to calm our fears, 

People: Home to dry our tears. 

Leader: Lent is a homecoming, 

People: Home to remember our name, 

Leader: Home to a warm embrace, 

People: Home to a hopeful place, 

Leader: Home with Christ, who is one with our journeying. 

People: Home to prepare again for the last days of the earthly ministry of Jesus.  

* HYMN                    “This Is The Day”                                                                      #590  

INVOCATION  (Please Be Seated)                                                                                    Missy 

Holy God, we thank you for this season of Lent, during which you invite us to come, to 

examine, to confess, to be renewed and healed. We have begun this journey eagerly, 

anticipating that, like Jesus in the wilderness, there are things which need to be lost so that 

better things may be found. Grant us courage to set aside easy answers and quick fixes in 

favor of your word that penetrates and transforms us. Enable us to see past the immediate 

satisfaction of our wants that we may choose instead the eternally fulfilling grace of your 

presence. Embolden our faith that we may trust you rather than the false and empty 

promises of our age. Thank you for walking this Lenten journey with us. May we emerge from 

it prepared to serve you with renewed passion and joy. Amen. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)                                              Elder 

We have lists of things to do, for all the areas of our lives. Our lives are so time bound and 

duty bound that we feel imprisoned in them. Now we are challenged by Christ to take a 



journey of discipleship. We don't feel ready for this journey. We need more time. And we 

complain and cry about how much we have to do. Forgive us, Lord, when we place so many 

"duties" in the path to serving you. Reset our priorities so that we will be ready to commit 

our lives in your service. Lord, help us to be ready when you call us. Help us to courageously 

answer the summons you bring. Let us place our trust in you in all things.  Eternal God, we ask 

by the power of your Spirit that all that keeps us from you would be revealed to us this day. 

We seek forgiveness for any and all sin, pride and impurity in our lives. We relinquish all at 

your atoning altar in preparation for the Lenten season before us. Cleanse our hearts, O Lord. 

Help us submit to holy refining fire so that we might become clean vessels through which 

your Spirit can work to redeem a lost world.  AMEN. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                         Missy 

God is merciful and full of steadfast love. God will not forget us.  God will wash us clean, and 

lead us on paths of steadfast love and faithfulness. 

*GLORIA PATRI 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  

       Psalm 38:21-22  The Message Version                                                                                  Elder  

Don’t dump me, God; my God, don’t stand me up.  Hurry and help me; I want some wide-open 

space in my life! 

        Psalm 118:4-6  The Voice Version                                                                                             Elder 

4 Let the people who fear the Eternal proclaim: 
    “He never ceases to be loving and kind.” 
5 When trouble surrounded me, I cried out to the Eternal; 
    He answered me and brought me to a wide, open space. 
6 The Eternal is with me, 
    so I will not be afraid of anything. 
    If God is on my side, how can anyone hurt me? 

      1 Timothy 4:7-10   The Message                                                                                                  Elder 

6-10 You’ve been raised on the Message of the faith and have followed sound teaching. Now 

pass on this counsel to the followers of Jesus there, and you’ll be a good servant of Jesus. 

Stay clear of silly stories that get dressed up as religion. Exercise daily in God—no spiritual 

flabbiness, please! Workouts in the gymnasium are useful, but a disciplined life in God is far 

more so, making you fit both today and forever. You can count on this. Take it to heart. This is 

why we’ve thrown ourselves into this venture so totally. We’re banking on the living God, 

Savior of all men and women, especially believers. 

 



CHILDREN’S TIME                                                                                                   

HYMN                  “God of Grace and God of Glory”                                              #292 

SERMON                   “Give Me Some Space”                                 -Rev. Missy Brown 

*APOSTLE’S CREED  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended 

into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the 

right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS                                                                   

      Prayer’s of Intercession  

      The Lord’s Prayer 

       Congregational Response  # 421  Verse 1 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

        Offertory 

      *Doxology 

      *Prayer of Dedication 

*HYMN                   “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”                                            #451 

*BENEDICTION 

My friends, as you go forth from this place choose to walk with the Lord who is devoted to 

you. May the choices you make in the week ahead reveal your devotion to him. Your Lenten 

journey is beginning! The creative, redeeming, sustaining presence of God accompanies you. 

Open your hearts to follow wherever God may lead you these next 40 days. Amen. 

*BENEDICTION SONG               “Freely, Freely”                                                      #447 

POSTLUDE 

 


